WEEK TWO | MAGNA CARTA AND THE WIDER WORLD: CONSTITUTION MAKING. 
Magna Carta and its Legacies: Freedom and protest. 
OFFERED BY 

e University of London 

e The University of London is a federal University which includes 18 world leading Colleges. Our 
distance learning programmes were founded in 1858 and have enriched the lives of thousands of 
students, delivering high quality University of London degrees wherever our students are across 
the globe. Our alumni include 7 Nobel Prize winners. Today, we are a global leader in distance 
and flexible study, offering degree programmes to over 50,000 students in over 180 countries. To 
find out more about studying for one of our degrees where you are, visit www.london.ac.uk. 

WEEK 2 TITLE: THE REINVENTION OF MAGNA CARTA, 1508-1642. 
This week is led by Professor Justin Champion, Professor of Early Modern Ideas at Royal 
Holloway. 
WEEK TWO | LEARNING OUTCOMES. 

e Gain an understanding of the uses of Magna Carta in the changing politics of the 16th and 
17th centuries. 

e Gain an insight into the printed texts of the period in relation to Magna Carta. 

e Discuss how the significance of the Magna Carta was reinvented in the context of the 
conflict between monarchy and parliament. 

e Explain the idea of 'the Ancient Constitution’. 

IN THIS SESSION WE WILL EXPLORE:- 

1. How the sixteenth century public re-encountered the Magna Carta through new print 
editions and translations into English legal handbooks. 

2. How these print editions informed the development of legal thinking in the Inns of Court 
and developed an understanding of liberty and the common law. 

3. You will acquire a perspective on the printed history of texts (1508-1759) that either 
reproduced the text of the Magna Carta or used it for specific legal or political purpose. 

4. You will develop an understanding of the radical reinvention of the political significance 
of Magna Carta in the idea of the ‘Ancient constitution’ by exploring the efforts of Sir 
Edward Coke both in his legal commentaries and his Parliamentary activities. 

WEEK 2 READINGS. 
Sir Edward Coke. 


‘Understanding, Authority and Will": Sir Edward Coke and the Elizabethan Origins of Judicial 
Review.by Allen Dillard Boyer. 


The Liberty Fund - Online Library of Liberty. 

A fantastic online free resource is The Liberty Fund Project which holds a collection of scholarly 
works about individual liberty and free markets. The site holds a wealth of material that relate to 
the ideas explored within this weeks' lectures. 

Justin has selected a few articles that he feels are particularly worth reading, however, feel free 
to explore the site further. 

Sir Edward Coke's specific use of Magna Carta in the important episode of the Petition of Right 
(1628) can be accessed here. Many more of Coke's works can be accessed here. 

The Common Law - for those who are interested:- 

Please find a selection of articles that discuss the Common Law: 


Magna Carta and the ius commune by Richard Helmholz 


Western Philosophies of Law: The Common Law. by Stephen Sheppard 


Substitute Chancellors: The Role of the Jury in the Contest between Common Law and Equity 
by Bernadette A. Meyler. 


Week Two | An Essential Read. 

As part of the Magna Carta 800th commemorative events Professor Champion has been engaged 
in an academic debate on the Liberty Fund website. We recommend you read his introduction to 
gain a grounding in the course themes for the next two weeks. 


(4 


‘Magna Carta after 800 Years: From liber homo to modern freedom” 
NOTES FROM WEEK TWO. 


2.1 - Week Two Introduction 

0:47 - 0:51 

exists and how this concept was defined and presented in the 17th century. 

Your Notes 

Fascinating information to date from Week One and the beautiful reading Lists. English History 
if fraught with the desire to achieve a Best Practice Democracy, quietly as it may seem from the 
front line, but no doubt a burning fire in those not so privileged. 

2.2 - The Document and Artefact 

8:18 - 8:20 

and how it had been amended over the years. 

Your Notes 

My Sincere Thanks to all the Descendants of William Blackstone for his wisdom to cherish the 
memory of such value for me to be educated on it today in 2021. 

2.3 - An Introduction to the 17th Century Legal Profession 

12:39 - 12:41 

not even William the so-called Conqueror had done that. 

Your Notes 

Having had my cell phone pick pocketed (Larceny) on 22 March 2021, I was surprised to learn 
that King James I had someone executed as a "cutpurse" in 1603, which in my lay knowledge 
was Larceny at that time, subjected to be corrected. If so this act has been here for a long time. 
400 years I think. 

2.4 - What is the Ancient Constitution? 

5:00 - 5:04 

and that gets developed at great detail in the 18th and 19th century. 

Your Notes 

Even we all believe that God put us here on earth to rule, we so do rule either to continue our 
existence as a human species or destroy our existence as a said human species. In my humble 
view, that is our Ancient Constitution. Behave/Act to sustain human life or destroy it. The Power 
of Choice by the Highest Authority from time Immemorial. 

2.6 - The Ancient Constitution and Sir Edward Coke 

1922621931 

the King thanks for your justice in complying with us. 

Your Notes 

A great orator was Sir Edward Coke and most pleasing and truthful was his putting God first in 

his outreaches seen so far. How much more so in all his life efforts will have made him the man 

so well remembered, in my humble view. 


7 VIDEOS IN WEEK TWO. 
Week 2 
Video: Lecture2.1 - Week Two Introduction 
. Duration: 53 seconds53 sec 
Video: Lecture2.2 - The Document and Artefact 
. Duration: 8 minutes8 min 
Video: Lecture2.3 - An Introduction to the 17th Century Legal Profession 
. Duration: 12 minutes12 min 
Video: Lecture2.4 - What is the Ancient Constitution? 
. Duration: 5 minutes5 min 


Video: Lecture2.5 - The Discovery of Magna Carta: Common Law, The Ancient Constitution 


and Sir Edward Coke - part 1 
. Duration: 7 minutes7 min 


Video: Lecture2.6 - The Ancient Constitution and Sir Edward Coke 
. Duration: 19 minutes19 min 
Video: Lecture2.7 - Week Two Summary 
. Duration: 1 minutel min 
7 TEXT SUBSCRIPTS IN WEEK TWO. 
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Discussion Prompt: Common Law. 
. Duration: 10 minutes10 min 
Common Law. DISCUSSION PROMPT. 
Why was the Common Law so central to these debates? What does this tell us about the perceived 
foundations of the law, authority and executive versus judicial power in this period? How had 
these changed from the period we studied last week? 
DISSCUSSION PROMPT—MY COMMENT. 
From my understanding of the Common Law so far is being an inherent human requirement to 
be treated fairly and with compassion. Last week Freedom for all occupants of society was 
limited to a select few. This week Freedom for all, was a base to work from which to make a plea 
to judicial and executive authority in delivering justice, to the best of their ability. 


NOTE: Quiz: Week 2 Quiz (13 Questions) 
13 questions to be answered by Due Date Below. 


Due May 17, 2:59 AM AST (Hyper Link Removed to maintain Privacy of Questions) 


BIPMOO: aa cicmaetaaus Donald D. Berment, Lifelong Student/Education (LLSTU) Goal (LLEDU). 


